During the past 20 years, outbreaks of enterohemorrhagic Escherichia coli (EHEC) have been increasing worldwide and have been recognized as a potential health concern. Vero toxins produced by EHEC seem to be the most common cause of hemolytic uremic syndrome. Rapid diagnosis of EHEC infection is important to prevent the expansion of infection. Diagnosis is carried out by both isolation of EHEC and detection of Vero toxins in fecal extracts or fecal cultures. This review describes briefly about the current knowledge of the EHEC and Vero toxins, and about the determination methods for Vero toxins. The attempt to identify Vero toxins by electrospray ionization῍liquid chromatography/mass spectrometry is also discussed.
1.

1996
῏ 6 ῐ Determination Methods for VT Produced by Enterohemorrhagic E. coli F. Kondo and M. Suzuki (Fig. 3) . Table 2 ῌ VT1 VT2 Immun., 18, 775 (1977) . 10) Y. Takeda, H. Kurazono, and S. Yamasaki, Microbiol. Immunol., 37, 591 (1993 , 32, 1140 (1997) .
Keywords: Vero toxin, Enterohemorrhagic Escherichia coli, Electrospray ionization-liquid chromatography/mass spectrometry, Diagnosis, Hemolytic uremic synolrome Fig. 3 . Scheme of the structure of the A subunit of Vero toxin 1. 
